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Critical Estate Planning Mistakes To Avoid 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic and All the 
Other Times, Too 

*Estate planning mistakes can severely compromise your estate plan and 
cost you and your family members dearly in money, emotional pain, time 
and wasted effort. DIY on-line forms are a tempting idea, but no form and 
no website can substitute for the sound advice of an experienced estate 
planning attorney.   

Good estate planning is good estate planning no matter what is going on in the 
world. While there are some special considerations for planning during COVID, 
the same rules apply. 

But before we get into the mistakes that too many people make with their estate 
plans, let’s go over the basics of 
estate planning so you have an 
understanding of the tools and 
terminology we’ll be using.  

So, what is the purpose of an 
“estate plan” anyway? Sounds 
pretty straight forward but in 
2021 it is not always as simple as 
just going to that local attorney 
“who also does wills” and getting 
a quick will done up like our grandparents did and calling it good. Health, tax and 
state laws that affect your assets are constantly changing and there are a number 
of complex issues to consider and understand before you sign on the line.  
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An estate plan is very much like a puzzle that is unique to each person. If your 
estate puzzle is missing a key piece, or that component is not properly prepared, 
your wishes may not be carried out and the probate process, taxes, attorney fees 
and other costs could eat up a significant share of your estate, leaving nothing.  

In a Nutshell: Estate planning is the preparation of legal documents, organization 
of tasks, and naming of qualified persons that serve to manage an individual's 
assets in the event of their incapacitation or death.  

The planning includes the bequest of assets to heirs and the settlement of estate 
taxes. Most estate plans are set up with the help of an attorney experienced 
in estate law. 

There are a number of key components in any estate plan and understanding 
what those components are will ensure that your plan is the best it can be. Again, 
a good estate plan is like a puzzle that protects your assets and family while you 
are alive as well as after you pass away. What follows is a short guide to those key 
components and definitions of some other important terms.   
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Section I - Understanding Estate Planning – An 
Overview 

Estate planning involves determining how an individual’s assets will be preserved, 
managed, and distributed both during life and after death. It also takes into 
account the management of an individual’s properties, belongings and financial 
obligations in the event 
that they  become 
incapacitated. 

Assets that could make up 
an individual’s estate 
include houses, cars, 
stocks, artwork, life 
insurance, pensions, real 
estate, a business, and 
debt. Individuals have 
various reasons for making an estate plan, such as preserving family wealth, 
providing for a surviving spouse and children, funding children's or 
grandchildren’s education, or leaving their legacy behind to a charitable or other 
cause. 

Other major estate planning goals & tasks include the following: 

 Limiting estate taxes by setting up trust accounts in the names of 
beneficiaries 

 Establishing a guardian for living dependents (minor children, incompetent 
individuals)  

 Naming an executor of the estate to oversee the process of executing the 
terms of the will that you have put into writing. 
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 Creating or updating beneficiaries on plans such as life insurance, IRAs, and 
401(k)s, and other accounts 

 Setting up funeral arrangements 
 Establishing gifts to qualified charitable and non-profit organizations to 

reduce the taxable estate. 
 Creating special vehicles to carry out your wishes, like pet or gun trusts.  
 Setting up a durable power of attorney (POA) to direct other assets and 

investments 
 AVOIDING PROBATE 

 

What is a Will and What is its Purpose? 
 
The most basic component 
of a good estate plan is a 
will. A will, often referred to 
as a “last will and 
testament”, is a legal 
document created to 
provide instructions on how 
an individual’s property, 
financial assets, minor 
children, and often their 
remains should be handled 
after death. The individual 
expresses their wishes through the document and names a trustee 
or executor that they trust to fulfill their stated intentions. The will may also 
address other issues, such as guardianship of minor children, disposition of pets, 
special handling instructions for real property, and indicates whether a trust 
should be created after death. Depending on the estate owner’s intentions, a trust 
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can go into effect during their lifetime (living trust) or after their death 
(testamentary trust). A living trust can be a crucial tool in protecting assets before 
and after death, particularly as a means to avoid probate, which can be an 
expensive and time-consuming process. Only an experienced attorney can 
determine whether a revocable trust is suitable for your estate plan, but if you 
own a home, property or assets, a trust is indispensable in avoiding probate.  

According to the AARP, the probate process can cost, on average, 3-10% of the 
total value of the estate or even more—a lot more—if you have to get an attorney 
or accountant involved because you didn’t have a trust in place. More bad news: If 
you live in Florida or California, expect to pay even more. Those states both 
require that every personal representative of an estate that is admitted to 
probate must retain an attorney unless the executor is the sole beneficiary of the 
estate.  

 

What the Heck is Probate Anyway? 

The authenticity of a will is determined through a legal process known 
as “probate” and every state has some version of it. Probate is a special part of the 

court system that is dedicated to processing deceased estates and resolving other 
family issues, such as adoption and guardianships. Probate is the first step taken 
in administering the estate of a deceased person and distributing assets to the 
beneficiaries. When an individual dies, the custodian of the will (generally an 

“According to the AARP, the probate process can easily cost 

from 3% – 10% of total estate value, or more.”  
 

‐AARP.org 
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attorney, accountant, or trusted family member) must take the will to the probate 
court or to the executor or personal representative named in the will within a 
certain time period, usually about 30 days of the death of the testator. This time 
varies from state to state.  

The probate process is a court-supervised procedure in which the authenticity of 
the will left behind is proven and accepted as the true last testament of the 
deceased. The court will 
examine the will and 
determine if the 
statutory requirements 
were met. The court will 
determine if the will was 
properly drafted, signed, 
witnessed, and dated, as 
well as whether the document before the court is, in fact, the last will of the 
deceased. If there are other later wills or amendments (called codicils), the court 
must look at those and determine what the true wishes of the testator are. If 
there is no will, the person is said to have died “intestate” and the court will 
distribute the deceased person’s property according to the intestacy rules. 

 

What is an Executor? 

An executor (also called a personal representative) is the person named in the will 
to carry out the instructions in the will. A key point in the probate process is when 
the probate court officially appoints the executor named in the will, or to appoint 
another person if no one is named or the named person cannot serve in that role. 
This, in turn, is what gives the executor the legal power to act on behalf of the 
deceased and to carry out the wishes expressed in the will and any other 
documents. This includes the power to collect all the assets of the deceased 
(personal property, cars, real estate, bank accounts, insurance policies, etc.), pay 
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debts, pay taxes, distribute property to the heirs of the estate and to hire 
attorneys, realtors, and accountants, if necessary.  

The executor has to estimate the value of the estate by using either the date of 
death value or the alternative valuation date, as provided in the Internal Revenue 
Code (IRC). 

A list of assets that need to be assessed during probate includes retirement 
accounts, bank accounts, stocks and bonds, real estate property, jewelry, and any 
other items of value. Most assets that are subject to probate administration come 
under the supervision of the probate court in the place where the decedent lived 
at death. The exception is real estate, which must be probated in the county in 
which it is located. 

The executor also has to pay off any taxes and debt owed by the deceased from 
the estate. Creditors usually have a limited amount of time from the date they 
were notified of the testator’s death to make claims against the estate for money 
owed to them. Claims that are rejected by the executor can be taken to court 
where a probate judge will have the final say as to whether or not the claim is 
valid.  

The executor is also responsible for filing the final personal income tax returns on 
behalf of the deceased. After the inventory of the estate has been taken, the value 

Naming the right executor is a key to ensuring that your 

wishes as expressed in your estate plan are carried out as you 

have instructed. Naming the wrong person can have 

disastrous effects on your plans and family.  
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of assets calculated, and taxes and debt paid off, the executor will then seek 
authorization from the court to distribute whatever is left of the estate to the 
beneficiaries. 

In a surprising number of situations, a person dies “intestate”, which means 
without a valid will. If that happens, then property passes to the heirs according to 
the intestacy rules that are set up in a state’s intestacy statutes. If this happens, 
your property will be given equally to all your “heirs at law”. These could be 
children, aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, brothers, and sisters, even those you did 
not want to benefit. What may be worse, depending on how the law in your state 
works, it could exclude people from receiving anything.  

This is why it is so important to have, at a bare minimum, a will and to appoint the 
right executor. The legal personal representative or executor approved by the 
court is responsible for locating and overseeing all the assets of the deceased. The 
executor has to estimate the value of the estate by using either the date of death 
value or the alternative valuation date, as provided in the Internal Revenue Code 
(IRC). 

Items on the asset list the executor must compile and that need to be assessed 
during probate include retirement accounts, bank accounts, stocks and bonds, 
real estate property, jewelry, vehicles, guns, and any other items of value. Most 
assets that are subject to probate administration come under the supervision of 

The general rule is that the assets of the estate are probated in 

the state and county where the decedent lived. The exception 

is real estate which must be probated in the county and state 

where the property is located, which can get complicated and 

expensive in the absence of a well‐conceived estate plan.  
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the probate court in the place where the decedent lived at death. The exception 
to this rule is real estate, which must be probated in the county in which it is 
located. This can get expensive where the decedent owned property in multiple 
counties or states because actions need to be filed in each of those jurisdictions if 
the estate plan was not properly drafted. Realtors, appraisers, and attorneys may 
need to be hired to handle disposition of the property, which—you guessed it—is 
expensive.   
 
The executor also has to pay off any taxes and debt owed by the deceased from 
the estate. Because heirs need closure, the probate process does not last 
forever—though it can seem like it. Creditors usually have a limited amount of 
time from the date they were notified of the testator’s death to make claims 
against the estate for money owed to them. Claims that are rejected by the 
executor can be taken to court where a probate judge will have the final say as to 
whether or not the claim is valid. 

Even though there are rules that attempt to move the process along, a typical 
probate process will take up to 24 months from the date of the decedent's death. 
However, in cases where there are contested issues or lawsuits, the process 
may take up to several years, or even decades, to settle it all and 
conclude probate. Yes, you read that right—it can take decades to settle a larger 

Even though there are rules that attempt to move the probate process 
along, the probate process for a “simple estate” will take up to 24 
months from the date of the decedent's death. However, in cases of 
contested issues or lawsuits, the process may take up to several years, 
or even decades, to settle the issues and conclude probate. Yes, you 
read that right—decades. But there are easy ways to avoid this.   
 

‐Findlaw.com 
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estate or one where there are a lot of issues with real property, taxes or lawsuits 
by heirs and others where the only estate plan was a will.  
 
However, there is a way to avoid all this. The best tool for avoiding years or 
decades of probate is to have a comprehensive estate plan in place featuring 
trusts and other vehicles to transfer property outside the probate process.  
 

What are Estate Taxes and why is Everyone so 
Scared of Them?  
 
People fear the tax man with good reason. The IRS, the state and other taxing 
authorities pass the laws, and they make sure they are 
first in line to get theirs when you pass on. The executor 
is responsible for filing the final personal income tax 
returns on behalf of the deceased and the estate pays 
for it. After the inventory of the estate has been 
taken, the value of assets is calculated, and taxes and 
debt are paid off, the executor will then seek 
authorization from the court to distribute whatever 
is left of the estate to the beneficiaries. If you 
have not planned wisely, this is can be an 
unpleasant surprise for your family and other 
beneficiaries.   

 

What is a Power of Attorney? 

A power of attorney (POA) is a legal document that authorizes someone else to 
handle certain matters, such as finances or health care, on your behalf. If a power 
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of attorney is durable, it remains in effect even if you become incapacitated, such 
as due to illness or an accident.  

Durable powers of attorney help you plan for medical emergencies and declines 
in mental functioning and can ensure that your finances are taken care of. Having 
these documents in place helps eliminate confusion and uncertainty when family 
members have to make tough medical decisions. 

There are different types of powers of attorney. They can be general in nature or 
specific, as in a durable POA for healthcare.  

A general durable power of attorney both authorizes someone to act in a wide 
range of legal and business matters and remains in effect even if you are 
incapacitated. The document is also known as a durable power of attorney for 
finances. The POA can take effect immediately or can become effective only if you 
are incapacitated. 

The person you appoint is known as your agent, or attorney-in-fact, although the 
individual or company doesn't have to be a lawyer. An attorney-in-fact can handle 
many types of transactions, including: 

 Buying and selling property 
 Managing bank accounts, bills, and investments 
 Filing tax returns 
 Applying for government benefits 

If you become incapacitated and don't have a general durable power of attorney, 
your family may have to go to court, and have you declared incompetent before 
they can take care of your finances for you. So, it's a good idea to have one in 
place—just in case. 

A durable POA for healthcare, as the name suggests, is a more narrow version of 
the POA and is intended to address the situation when a medical emergency 
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leaves you unconscious or otherwise unable to make choices about your care. It 
appoints someone else to communicate with doctors and make medical decisions 
for you. 

Such a document differs from an advance directive, or living will, which details the 
treatment you want if you are at the end of your life and can no longer 
communicate. A healthcare power of attorney, on the other hand, names 
someone to make medical decisions any time you are unable to do it yourself, 
even if you are expected to make a full recovery. 

 

What is a Trust and Why are They so Important to 
my Estate Plan? 
 
 The last, and perhaps the most important component of an estate plan is known 
as a trust. In legal terms, trust is a legal document that allows a third party (a 
“trustee”) to hold and direct assets in trust on behalf of a beneficiary. Think of it 
like a big locked safe into which you 
place your assets to protect them 
from the world and only certain 
people have a key. A trust greatly 
expands your options when it comes 
to managing your assets, whether you 
are trying to shield your wealth from 
taxes or pass it on to your children.  

Trusts have two components: trustees 
and beneficiaries. A trustee is a person appointed to manage the assets in the 
trust. A trust can have multiple trustees and they could be you (the original owner 
of the assets) or one or more other people you trust.  
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Beneficiaries, on the other hand, are the people who benefit from the trust. The 
language of the trust will designate the beneficiaries of the trust. An example of 
this might be where your grandfather owns a vacation cottage on a beautiful lake. 
Your grandfather wants to preserve the cottage and allow his children, 
grandchildren, and even great-great grandchildren to continue using it. He could 
pass it down in his will but if it’s valuable that could mean that when he passes 

away, his heirs 
(say, his children 
in this example) 
might have to 
pay a hefty estate 
tax. If they don’t 
have the money 
in hand right 
then for the 

taxes, the property might have to be sold or mortgaged just to pay the taxes. A 
terrible outcome all around.  

A better option is to put the land in trust for his heirs. That way the trust owns the 
property and only the trustees and beneficiaries change.   

The amazing part of a trust is that it can live on forever. Though people don’t live 
forever, they can be continually replaced with new trustees and new beneficiaries. 

In our practice, trusts are the 800-pound gorilla of estate planning and a very 
important part of most estate plans.  They are a cornerstone of many of the plans 
we prepare for our clients and an estate plan without a trust is no estate plan at 
all.  

The most important thing go remember about a trust is that it can protect your 
assets while you are alive and allow you and those you choose to have the full use 
of those assets. 
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KEY TAKEAWAYS 

 Estate planning involves determining how an individual’s assets will be 
preserved, managed, and distributed after death or in the event they 
become incapacitated. 

 Planning tasks include making a will, setting up trusts and/or making 
charitable donations to limit estate taxes, naming an executor and 
beneficiaries, creating powers of attorney, and setting up funeral 
arrangements. 

 A will is a legal document that provide instructions on how an individual’s 
property and custody of minor children, if any, should be handled after 
death. 

 Various strategies can be used to limit taxes on an estate, from creating 
trusts to making charitable donations. 

 Your estate plan is not just for after you pass away. Your plan can and 
should protect your assets, goals, retirement, and family while you are still 
alive.  

 Retain an experienced attorney to make sure your estate plan is properly 
drafted, protects your assets during your life, avoids probate and carries out 
your wishes after death.  
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Section II – 12  Common Estate Planning Mistakes to 
Avoid During COVID and Beyond 

There are dozens of mistakes you could make in creating your estate plan. But 
there are about a dozen that are the most common and we have collected those 
here in hopes that by knowing about them, you can avoid making them yourself.   
  

 

1. Not Having a Written Plan in Place 

The first common mistake in estate planning is not having a written plan. There 
are legal procedures that must occur in order for an estate plan to be deemed 
valid in court, and having an actual written plan, written will, and written trust 
down is one of the most 
important issues. It does not 
matter how many people you 
tell about your wishes for 
your estate, if it is not written 
down it is not legal, not 
enforceable, and anyone with 
standing (i.e., a legal claim) 
can challenge the distribution 
of the estate after your 
passing. To make matters 
worse, when you pass away without a written, legally valid will, your assets will 
pass according to the “intestacy laws” of your state. Intestacy laws are a written 
scheme that dictates how assets will be distributed. Even if you made your wishes 
known to your family during your life, the intestacy laws don’t care. Your assets 
will be divided up and given in appropriate shares to all your relatives according 
to a rigid scheme. Friends, charities, stepchildren, and others you wished to 
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provide for—even brothers and sisters, will be cut out. There is no provision for 
them in the intestacy laws. To make matters worse, if you own property or a 
business, the chances are it will have to be sold to pay for attorney fees and taxes 
and will not be handed down.  
 

2. Not Amending Your Plan as Life Changes 

Another common mistake is not amending an estate plan after major life 
changes. An estate plan is a living set of documents, like a puzzle, that need to 
change as your life changes. Marriage, divorce, passing of loved ones, new 
children, starting a business, children growing up, buying property, and other 
significant milestones should be reflected in your estate planning documents. 
These life changes could substantially alter who receives what from your estate 
and failing to amend the plan could mean that people you do not wish to inherit 
your assets could receive them after you die. Moreover, not properly transferring 
assets to your trust may mean they are not protected during your life and will 
likely have to go through probate after you pass on which is expensive and may 
require that they be sold to pay the lawyers and for taxes.  
 

3. Executor/Trustee/Personal Representative Mistakes 

The third common mistake is problems with the executor, trustee, or personal 
representative of your estate. Most good 
estate plans contemplate naming executors, 
guardians, and attorneys-in-fact for durable 
powers of attorney. However, it is important 
to inform these people of their assigned 
duties in your will and trust.  Most good plans 
also contemplate naming an alternate 

executor, guardian, etc., in case your first choice dies, or becomes unable or 
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unwilling to serve in that role. It is important to review who is listed as the 
executor, trustee, or personal representative and makes changes, if needed. Not 
everyone is well-suited to being a personal representative or attorney-in-fact. 
Having the wrong people named to carry out your estate plan after you are gone 
can be disastrous so it is vital to stay on top of this key component of your plan. 
Think about the people you designate carefully.  

 

4. Failing to Inform Your Family About Your Estate Plan 

Failing to inform your family about your estate plan is another common mistake 
in estate planning. While it may not be a comfortable conversation, informing 
your loved ones about the contents of your estate plan, your wishes, and other 
details can be incredibly beneficial. It avoids any surprises or hurt feelings after 
your passing and lets everyone know exactly what they stand to inherit from the 
estate. This can go a long way in preventing will challenges in probate court.  

 

5. Not Planning for Incapacity 

The fifth common mistake in estate planning is not anticipating your incapacity. 
Amazingly, according to Commissioners Individual Disability Tables prepare by  
CSO/Society 
of Actuaries, 
an astonishing 
50% of 
individuals 35 
years old or 
younger will 
become 
disabled for 
longer than 90 days prior to reaching age 65, and at least 30% of individuals 
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between the ages of 35 and 65 will suffer a long-term disability with 1 in 7 lasting 
five years or more. An estate plan should cover more than just your passing – it 
can also provide protection of your assets in life and instructions for your quality 
of life should you become  incapacitated and unable to make your own decisions. 
This includes planning for incapacity due to dementia or illness, planning for long 
term care, and naming and empowering trusted individuals to make decisions for 
you should you become unable to do so for yourself. An estate plan should 
include a power of attorney, healthcare proxy, and living will to help determine 
legal, financial, and healthcare decisions if you cannot communicate them 
yourself.  
 

6. Failing to Fund Your Trust 

Another common mistake that will completely torpedo your estate plan is failing 
to fund your trust. A living trust should be a part of most estate plans (though 
every situation is unique) and is a 
great way to protect your assets 
while you are alive, and to 
seamlessly pass along your assets 
to loved ones without the need for 
those items to pass through 
probate. A trust is like a protective 
container that shields your assets 
from creditors, taxes, and other 
costs. However, many people forget to actually fund the trust with assets during 
their lifetime, which can be a complicated process if not handled by an attorney. 
Funding means transferring deeds, titles, and legal ownership of other assets out 
of your name and into the trust name. An experienced estate planning attorney 
can help facilitate this process and make sure is done correctly. 
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7. Forgetting About Estate Taxes and Other Costs  

Over a hundred year ago Mark Twain famously said, “The only difference between 
a tax man and a taxidermist is that the taxidermist leaves the skin.” It was true 
then and it is still true today. When planning the inheritance of your estate to your 
heirs, one common mistake is forgetting to factor in the cost of estate taxes and 

other items necessary after your passing. Now, a good estate plan is designed in 
large part to avoid estate taxes as much as possible.  The less of your estate that 
has to go through probate, the less the costs and the lower the taxes. However, 
there are going to be certain costs and unavoidable taxes (like income taxes) you 
should plan for. For example, you should set aside funds for a funeral, burial, any 
unavoidable estate taxes, and administrative costs first, and then see what is left 
to allocate to family. If you fail to allocate these costs first, your family will get 
stuck paying them out of what they thought was their share of the estate. This can 
be particularly devasting when your estate consists largely of property or a 
business you want to pass on. If you fail to plan for the taxes, your family may 
have to sell the land or business you worked so hard for just to pay the costs and 
taxes. And no one wants that. Depending on the size of the estate, these 
expenses can be significant and may surprise your loved ones if not accounted for 
prior to your passing. 
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8. Not Coordinating Retirement Accounts and Trusts 

Not coordinating retirement accounts with trusts is another costly mistake in 
estate planning. Assigning a trust as the recipient of retirement account funds can 
be a tax saving measure and fund a 
trust for beneficiaries. It is important 
to know what types of accounts 
require minimum distributions, what 
is taxable, and how it may impact 
beneficiaries named to those accounts 
or trusts. Failing to account for these 
issues could unintentionally burden 
your loved ones with a massive tax bill and cause other unintended 
consequences.  
 

9. Failing to Plan for End‐of‐Life Care 

The ninth most common mistake in estate planning we see is failing to plan for 
end-of-life care. Similar to planning for incapacity 
while you are younger, you should also include in 
your estate plan your wishes for your care at the 
end of your life. This could include setting aside 
funds for a  nursing home or assisted living facility, 
setting up insurance plans for certain end of life 
events, and making decisions about what type of 
treatment you wish to have, such as palliative care 
or hospice, at the end of your life. This removes a 
significant amount of stress and strife from your 
loved ones who would otherwise make those decisions for you. 
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10. Failing to Include Your Business in the Planning 

Many people have small or large businesses that they have worked and sweated 
over for years, maybe even decades. But a business presents special problems 

that must be dealt with. A 
business is an asset and is 
probably something you would 
like to pass on to your family. 
Passing a business to your family 
can trigger massive taxes, 
valuation, accounting, and other 
costs if you don’t plan for it. Or 
perhaps your family finds out too 

late that there is no one to take over and it must be sold after you pass away or 
can no longer run the business. Too many poorly designed estate plans do not 
adequately include the business and a solid plan for succession in the estate plan. 
This is a costly mistake that could force the sale or result in an unmanageable tax 
burden for family. Always remember to include your business in your estate 
planning to avoid losing what you have worked so hard to build.  
 
 

11. Not Realizing that Your Estate Plan is for Protecting Your 
Assets and Lifestyle While You are Still Alive  

One other crucial mistake many people make is thinking their estate plan is only 
for when they are gone. This is absolutely not true! A good estate plan will also 
protect you and your family while you are still alive. A well-crafted plan will help 
you maintain your lifestyle by protecting assets and relieving stress. Real and 
personal property that is placed in a revocable trust protects those assets while 
you are alive and makes the transfer of those assets to your beneficiaries 
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incredibly easy. Your estate plan should mesh perfectly with your retirement and 
other life goals and can help secure those plans for a happy life and retirement.  

 
12. Waiting too Long to Set up Your Estate Plan or Thinking 
You have to be Super Rich to Need One 

Another mistake we see people make is waiting too long to put their estate plan 
together. It is a common myth that wills and estate plans are only for older people 

or the super-rich. In reality, 
nothing could be farther 
from the truth. If you are 
20, single and still in 
college, good for you. You 
are way ahead of the 
game, but you probably 
don’t need a plan just yet 
either. If, however, you 
are married, have a family 
and/or own a home or a 

business, you need to have a plan in place. You don’t have to be Kim Kardashian 
or Bill Gates to need a plan. If you have assets and want to protect them, there is 
a plan to fit your needs and budget. And the great thing about an estate plan is 
that it should fit you like a suit of clothes. As your situation changes (marriages, 
divorces, big purchases, starting a business), your plan will change with you. The 
thing about estate plans is they are intended to handle things that are expected 
and unexpected. No one really knows when they are going to die or become 
temporarily disabled. But we plan ahead so if and when those things happen, we 
are prepared, and our families are protected. And EstateGenius plans are very 
affordable, particularly when compared to the cost of probate and taxes your 
family will pay without a plan.  
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13. Going the Do‐It‐Yourself  Route Not Working With an 
Experienced Estate Planning Attorney  

Perhaps single worst mistake we see people make—especially now with COVID 
shutting down the country, including law firm offices—is to try to do this all 
yourself. Too many online 
services promise that if you 
just download this form and 
that worksheet you will be 
fine. But NOTHING could be 
further from the truth. 
Every day in our practice we 
see DIY estate plans that 
have gaping holes in them 
that an attorney would 
have spotted. 
Unfortunately, no form, no 
matter how smart the 
guy who wrote it was, 
can substitute for the 
judgement of an experienced attorney. But don’t think that going to any old 
attorney “who also does wills” is the answer. Working with an experienced estate 
planning attorney when creating or amending your plan is a crucial step and the 
only way to ensure that your wishes are carried out and your family protected. A 
knowledgeable lawyer who specializes in estate planning knows the common 
mistakes made in drafting, taxes, health care law, and a hundred other areas and 
how to avoid them, ensuring a high-quality estate plan that will best serve you 
and your loved ones for the rest of your life and beyond.  

Yeah, being your own Electrician is a pretty bad idea, too. 
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Conclusion 

Making the decision to create or amend an estate plan can greatly benefit you 
and your loved ones during the prime of your life, during your twilight years and 
after your passing. However, there are some common estate planning mistakes 
that can cause real problems now and in the future. The only way to avoid 
virtually every mistake on this list (and another thirty pitfalls that are not on this 
list) is by utilizing a knowledgeable estate planning attorney.  

When you are ready, the experienced lawyers at EstateGenius are here to help. 
Our knowledgeable attorneys have over 75 years of experience in estate planning, 
tax, property, and probate law to assist you. There is almost no situation we have 
not seen before and no estate we cannot help you protect. Call or contact the 
office today to schedule a consultation of your case. 
 
To learn more, talk to an experienced estate planning attorney today. 
 
Contact EstateGenius now for a free consultation with an experienced Estate 
Planning attorney. You don’t even have to leave the comfort of your home. We 
can do it all over the phone, via Zoom, Skype, or whatever you prefer.  

 

http://Estate‐genius.com  

EGinfo@mltlaw.com 

Toll Free: 866‐235‐0701 
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